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Exploring new data sources in the social sciences

The National Centre for Research Methods will be holding its fourth residential training event targeted at early career researchers - this year an autumn rather than a summer school - between November 12th to 14th. The theme this year is on the challenges and opportunities of new sources of data and methods for their analysis. Our starting point is the recent assertion of Mike Savage and Roger Burrows (Sociology, 41, 5, 2007) that academic social scientists are losing their monopoly on innovative methods and sources of data in the face of a serious challenge from research expertise and new data sources available outside of academia. A key aim of the autumn school is to challenge this view through exploring recent developments in relation to the types of data and approaches to their analysis increasingly available to academic researchers. 

Themes to be explored include: new sources of both qualitative and quantitative longitudinal data (specifically, the ESRC ‘Timescapes’ initiative and the UK Household Longitudinal Study), including a focus on some of the ethical and practical challenges which arise in longitudinal research; combining geo-referenced data with other data sources; the web as a potential source of both qualitative and quantitive research data; and a debate with Mike Savage about the arguments he makes in the journal article referred to above. Speakers so far confirmed include Mike Savage, Susan Halford, Patrick Sturgis, Libby Bishop, Dave Martin and Mike Thelwall. There will also be a career development session and opportunities for participants to discuss the methodological challenges arising from their own work. 

Target audience: The Autumn School is targeted at early career researchers (typically, those in the first five years of their post-doctoral career) from across the social science community. Sessions will not assume expert knowledge in the areas to be explored; rather, they are designed to provide an introduction to a variety of recent developments in the social sciences of general interest to researchers from a variety of methodological and disciplinary backgrounds, and will assume a willingness to learn about and engage with methodological developments outside of participants’ own specific areas of expertise.

How do I apply? There are 30 fully-funded places available (to include accommodation, all meals, and travel expenses to and from Southampton). Up to two-thirds of the places will be allocated to researchers from across the National Centre for Research Methods and from other methodologically-orientated centres/projects, but there are also a number of places available by open competition. All applicants should complete and return the attached registration form by Tuesday 30th September. A detailed programme including a full list of confirmed speakers will be forwarded to successful applicants.

National Centre for Research Methods
Registration form for Autumn School:
‘Exploring new data sources in the social sciences’










Institution (if applicable, please also indicate to which NCRM Node or other ESRC project/Centre you are attached, eg Timescapes, NCeSS, ESDS…)	
Disciplinary background 	
Main substantive research interests, e.g. health, education, the family…	
Main methods-related expertise, eg survey research, visual methodologies, mulitlevel modelling, conversation analysis…	
Length of research career 	
Details of any special dietary requirements	
















Please return completed forms to Sue Heath (sue.heath@soton.ac.uk)
by Tuesday 30th September








